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Become Part of God's Family at First UMC Rev. Peggy Garrison, Pastor

Praise Service 9:00 a.m.
Church School 9:55 a.m. Marcia Weygant, Director of Music
Adoration Worship 10:45 a.m.
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Dear Friends, Volume 4, Issue 6

AJune is Busting out all o% s 0 InsidMhieigsuel  t hi
so easily go to the song from fACarousel o that 19
Junei’ busting out. That is indeed what is happening in our congregation, for JUNRew Members 2
will be a very busy and important month. Why? Because of what we are doing. .
Community Meal

3

First, let me remind you that we are having a work day on June 5. We willProject
work on the outside of the church, to clean up, polish, spread mulch and finish a ¢gu- 4
ple of projects that were started before. We can use all kinds of skills, from beingrﬁlatl)AEYou 4

to climb a ladder and paint, to spreading mulch. Look for details inside.

' i . . . P C 5
After we are spiffed and polished, representatives of the congregation will head —onoems

for Annual Conference, where we determine how the Conference will live togethesdod Eggs 6
the next year. Finance Report 7

Upon return, members of the congregation are invited to Gaines United M@thwal Conference 9
odist church to see the Rev. Jocelyn Roper become the Rev. Dr. Jocelyn Roper. | have _
been asked to be a part of the procession and give the benediction at this wondeftrch Happening 10

event. Calendar 13
My service at Berkeley will be moved this week to the third Wednesday. If you

would like to attend this service, join us at the Berkeley Chapel. This service is &@dl points of

pm, Wednesday, June 16. interest:

One June 19 we hope to launch a new ministry. Members of the Field of e vacation Coverage

Grace Church had a mission where they fed the community once a week, at the 2g6kghi sprc
the month in German Village. They lost their space and have been looking for ap al- | Eggs
ternative since. After conversations with them, our Strategic Planning Group desires

.. .. . L H :r{'m Sing
to start a similar mission program here at First. Our desire is to serve Saturday funt .
the 39 and 4" Saturdays of every month to any and all who would come. This Iun‘cﬁroger Neighborhood

. . .. ?wards

would be our gift to the community. Why those days? People who live in poverty of-
ten have problems spreading their money over a whole month. It is at the end of tHe® Focus Areas

month that people can run out of money for food. * Work Day

People would come and be our guests for a lunch from 11 am to 2 pm. We' ©und Adult Group

would welcome them as guests, hoping that some members of our congregatior? rfifytgh Web Design
come and share this meal with them. We will partner with the Fields of Grace Church
to start this mission. It is a great way for us to build trust in the commetnityrd »




Pastori@snstPage

It is way to open the church to those who might feel unacceptable in our congregation. Itis a means of
grace, offering the love of God through presence at a table.

This is a desire only. We have good support so far, but we are looking for a couple of key people
proceed. We can only proceed if we have enough volunteers to be the core group for this mission. In the
newsletter there is a longer article explaining more details. Pray for this ministry, that we will have enoug
volunteers to proceed. Pray and ask if God is calling you to help us offer a meal to those who are hungry

The meal mission is not our only opportunity to serve this June. Starting June 21 we will be offer-
ing free lunches to children in the community as we hold Vacation Bible School. We are pleased with the
number of people who have volunteered to do t he
We still need a few people to help us with the groups. Notices for this event went home with children
from local elementary schools. We hope to have 60 children join us. There are further details for VBS in
side as well. If you want to register, just go to our website, http://www.firstomarg, and register.

You will also find in the newsletter a repeat from last month from the Strategic Planning commit-

tee. Itis the page that identifies the five areas we will work on to help us become a vital congregation. Y
can see we have started with the ongoing mission project. Do not worry, the others are also on our mind
We have had discussion in several places about how to improve our communigatjast the means

of communication, but also the content. How do we let others know how positively we feel about our con
gregation, or do we just complain when something is not right? It takes about seven positive communica
tions for every one negative to change a persor
the last place you promoted or bragged about what God is doing in our congregation? We have much to
thankful for and to let others share in our good fortune.

There is other exciting news inside, such as new members, small groups that are meeting, worshi
opportunities. June will be a great monthen we head into July.

Just a heads up for Jul; which is on a Sunday. Yes, | said that correctly,"Jislp#d a Sunday.
The Evangelism Committee has set up a way for us to be in the parade. See details inside. Also look fol
the article about a time change for worship that day. We will only have one service that is blended.

Arendét you glad that you are a part of such
are committed to doing the will of God in our lives and our community. | give thanks for all of you and
your help with various efforts for God through our congregation. | pray for you, as | give thanks. | hope
you are praying for me as well.

Rev. Peggy

Pictured left are new members Maribeth Metzler and Julia Tegge.
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Strategic Planning Group Rep@Community Meal Mission Project

Your Strategic Planning Group has been wor ki |
identified as ones we need to improve and change on our journey to becoming a more vital congregation.

One of those areas, Mission and Service to the Community, has been our first main focus. We
have talked with various community members and researched what other churches and social service ager
cies are doing to discover a need of the community that we might fill.

In our research and homework, we found a church that had a meal program in German Village that
had to discontinue their mission due to space issues. They have the experiencefan, kmewave the
space, and there is a need for a meal program in the latter part of the month for our neighbors.

At the congregational potluck and update meeting on Tuesday, May 25, 2010, the Strategic Plan-
ning Group presented a proposal that we enter into a partnership with Fields of Grace church (a nonde-
nominational church on Stahlheber Rd.) to provide a community lunch to our neighbors on two Saturdays
of each month. This meal program could grow in many directions, but our first objective is to provide a
lunch for community neighbors in need from2Lan the & and 4" Saturdays of each month. Those in
attendance at the potluck update were given a chance to fill out a commitment card to support this mis-
sion.

In order to begin this exciting opportunity, we need 4 or 5 people to commit to being on the core
planning group to help line up all the details and be in attendance (at least in the beginning) on those Sat-
urdays. We also need people to commit to volunteering on Saturdays when possible. This needs to be a
congregational mission where we all get involved in whatever way fits each of us.

There was a high percentage of commitment from those in attendance on Tuesday,"Mah 25
need commitment from those who were unable to attend that night also. Below is a commitment form
that you may fill out and send in, or even better, call the office and give your commitment to Vicki. Please
dondt Thwes iwmoautled | i ke to begin sharing Godés | ove
through this meal program in the end of June. We need to koomf we have the level of commitment
necessary.

Check all that apply.
| want to be on the core group.

I will volunteer on Saturdays, whenever possible, to help at the Community Meal in some
way. (cook, set up, clean up, talk with neighbors, greet, etc.)

| will donate food and/or money to support the Community Meal Mission
| will keep this mission effort in my prayers.

We plan to continue having the potluck dinners with an update on the last Tuesday of each month.
Please plan on attending the next one on Tuesday, June 29

If you cannot attend and want an update, please let us know. The results of the June meeting will
not be able to make the newsletter deadline.
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LUNCH AND PRAISE i VBS 2010n June 21-25 Noon to 3:30

Get ready to party! This year at VBS we will be having a Praise Q w— Z,‘-' (,.h
where we worship God with our head, heart, hands, feet and soul. Lun|§ Sl
be served (free for under 18 years old and provided through grant mon %/\

/s. “" /

ll--

A

l), 3

then we will hear Bible stories, make crafts, sing and dance, play game A (( “
wor shi p. Il f youdd 1ike toécdhlesl@ajl ,‘{' ot
Teri Trent or Mary Alice Hensley. Vicki would be glad to pass the mess v i:’

on if you call the church office. Watch the bulletins for announcement HAE.V

about materials that we need donated, or help us buy materials by mar o S e i
your check VBS. Al'l are welcome to come party
few minutes. Registration forms are available in the office or registration may be done online at
http://www.firstumcham.org. Enrollment is limited, so register your children, grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, neighbors now!

Thank You

The JECCC writes to express their gratitude for our continued support of the counseling center. The con
gregation donated $857.00 through the Easter offering. As you know many of their clients do not have
insurance and little or no ability to pay, our support helps them continue to help those in troubled mar-
riages, grieving children, children of abuse, individuals with depression, anxiety, and suicidal thoughts, ar
a variety of other issues to long to mention. Please note that you are making a difference in the lives of
these people who use JECCCOs service.
*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Thank you, Musicians

Can you believe it is another yearos end forl
tion, both a praise band for our Praise Service and the Choirs in our Adoration Service. What a wonderft
job that you do.

Our Praise Band: Guitars: John Day, Ken Postell, Drums: Jason Schubert, Keyboard Nancy Puckett and
Scott Schulte, Vocals: Mikola Fuhrman and Lori Ott. You have done such a wonderful job of singing
praise to God. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Our Choirs Which provide wonderful music for our traditional service. We have some of the best music
in Hamilton.
Thank you Chancel Choir

Sopranos  Patsy Bernhardt Altos Linda DiBenedetto
Kathy Conrad Jennifer Pflanzer
Ruth Stanton Teri Trent
Pauline Zink
Maribeth Metzler
Tenors David Brownfield Bases Mark Conrad
Nancy Puckett Kevin Williams

Thank you to our Bell ChaiNancy Puckett, Kevin Williams, Jennifer Pflanzer, Linda DiBenedetto, Jamie
Fuhrman, Sally Kleber, Teri Trent, Dee Harper, Emily Fuhrman

It would be hard to create such wonderful music without the help of a skilled director. Thank you Marcia,
for all the work you do for this congregation.
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Thanks from UMCOR:

Thank you for your gift of $565.00 through Advance, the designated channel of The United Methodist
Church. Because of your support, UMCOR is able to address not only the immediate needs, but also the
longterm recovery of those whose lives were shattered in the massive earthquake on January 12 in Haiti.
For more information on the work being done by UMCOR, visit www.umcor.org.

Vacation Coverage for Office

Vicki will be taking vacation frodune 225. If you cannot help with VBS but could take calls in the of-
fice, please let me know. We need one person anday 9Please call the office to volunteer.

Special SPRC
The June SPRC meeting is special because the conference has instituted a new form of evaluation
for its ministers. We wi | | be evaluating Rev.

make a comment, please contact Alice Stephenson who is chair of the committee.

Prayer Concerns

Charles & Elizabeth Jones R.G. & llena Cornelius We need yom:
Mildred Harper Lori Anast (cancer)

Gary Day (cancer) Ken & June Kunke (cancer) Prayer ;
Jenny Johnson (him problems)  Michael Allen (back surgery)

Ernie Hubbard (cancer) Allen Haid (cancer)

Lucie Hopkins (cancer) Ray Coger (ongoing health concern C-\j

Jeanie Potter (cancer) Alma Zink (health concerns)

Judy Halsey (cancer)

Please remember the Stephenson family as they recover from the death of Grace Engle. They pi Ire her
dancing with John in heaven.

We just received news that Greg Lakes, Caro ne
as well as the whole family in your prayers.

Missionaries, Peace Corp workers, and those who work for international peace.
Military families and National leaders

Prayers for the Golf of Mexico and its people as they deal with the massive oil spill. There are prc 1bly
mission opportunities here. Also Nashville which had severe flooding.

Please keep our church in your prayers as we continue in the process to become who God is aski | us to
be. Ask that God continue to give us wisdom, honesty, clarity of vision, hope, and vitality. May w 1ilso
have good will and humor, so that there is a place for grace to surface. (Positive communication)

Do you have someone you would like to add to this list? Please call or email the 386¢.G\B
(8653) or firstumc@firsturham.org
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Good Eggs

; f ‘ 4""( )’J\ We want to thank Marge and Marian Norris for helping us put together the May

y ‘newslettet with that new directory in it. It was a task.
L @ We want to thank Ruby Crothers
- . who makes sure that all the birth-

day/anniversary cards get out.

Thanks to everyone who brings food for the Tuesday ni
potlucks. Yes, we will have one in June. That is Jiindt29 a dAN/ Y \E e
great time for fellowship. The food is great. We had so many
serts last night | think we all went home with a sugar high.

Thanks to all the volunteers behind the scenes who ma
sure things function each and every week.

Thanks toCy Fuhrman for his great trimming job on the T%&%i
bushes around the church. (o)
U to

Thanks to Ken & Rick monitoring thermostats in the hec.
system.

Thanks to Vicki for her extra work on such items as the directory, the brochure and the weekly
tasks.

Thanks to Teri Trent for all the editing she does for me. If | need something proofed, Teri is excel-
lent. Thanks to Maribeth Metzler who gives us insight as to the look of items.

Thanks for those who helped in worship on Pentecost.

Thanks to each of you who pray for the church. Where would we be without prayer. Thank you
God for all the faithful folks in First United Methodist.

Rev. Peggy

Do You Love Hymns?

Do you love hymns?

You will get a chance to pick themlme 27, for the traditional serviceve will have a hymn
sing. What we are asking is for you to pick a favorite hymn to sing. We will sing as many as time allows
(but probably not all the verses.) As you pick the hymn, please be ready to say why it is meaningful to yc
and a memory you have of that hymn. For instart
from the Eater season. When | sing it | am transported back to being a teenager in my hometown churct
where | hear the basses and tenors behind me as we joyfully sing of the resurrection. What is your favor
Here is a chance to sing those hymns you wish we would pick.

At the June 27 Praise Serviceao get some preparation time, we would like to ask members to
drop suggestions into the juke box at the back of Fellowship Hall. Maybe there is a praise song you wish
we had played. This is your chance to make that suggestion. The praise band will prepare our music for
that day. If you have a suggestion that you want to email, send it to the church and Vicki will be sure and
pass it along. Send it to firstumc@firsthiarm.org Thanks for your help.
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Finance Report

Financial Report for April 2010

Good News: In May, we
were able to pay 25% of the

and 10% of the Confer-
ence. Good work First!

Income
Pledges, Offering, Loose Plate $16,231.98 Djstrict apportionments
Mission Giving $97.91
Special Projects
Transfer in Building
Transfer in Loan Funds
Revenue $433.10
Total $16,762.99
Expenses
SPRC $8,634.23
Trustees $5,225.03
Admin & Finance $137.95
Apportionments $0.00
Mission Giving $29.00
Programs $1,202.96
Mission Paid out $150.98
Total $15,380.15
IncomeExpenses $1,533.82
Mission Giving $150.98
Average Needed Each Month to meet Bare Bones Budget $23,423
Average to pay all apportionments (included in above average) $3,113
Loan Funds used through April $12,000.00

THEY WORK!

The Kroger Gift Card program has sent us another check totaling $348.31 and the recycling bin fol
sent us our first check for $16.7&.our efforts are definitely paying dflease continue to refill your
Kroger gift card each month and also drop off your old newspaper in the recycling bin in the church
These programs are both easy and take very little effort to participate in and First comes out a wint
Thanks again for your continued participation in making these programs successful

Volume 4, Issue 6
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Strategic Planning Group Focus Areas

| know you have seen this, but it is important that we keep this before us. We have attacked #1 through

the Saturday Lunch Mission. Others are in process. Council has had a discussion about how to improve
our communication skills. We have not stopped investigating how we might improve each focus listed be
low. Please, remember to pray for this process. Then once you have prayed, think about how you might

help The Holy Spirit as it moves in the midst of First.

Five Focus Areas for us to become a more vital congregation (4/17/2010)
(order is my own, not from group)

1. Mission/Service
¢ Increased/better/different service to our community and our neighbors

Outward focus

Serve because we | ove Godos peopl e
Get to know and serve our neighbors

Work together

Mission on a regular basis
Bring other groups (churches, MU, etc.) in to help
Find out needs (suggestions to talk to Cathy Hester, Kathy Becker, BTW Community Center)

2. Improved Communication Skills among ourselves and to the community
e Be more visible
e AiBl ow dar owalhgr G@odods

3. Discipleship

e Process to deepen our faith and the faith of those who come to us
e Prayeil in different, new, better ways
e Bible study that goes along with sermon scriptures

4. Faith Sharing
Change how we share our faith

e Improve how we help newcomers on their faith journey
e Marketing
e Training on how to share faith
5. Worship
e Connect sermons/ |l ectionary to our |lives (this
part to bring ourselves to worship in a new/different attitude)
e Dondt get stuck in our own fiprior knowledgebo

e Beyond Sunday morning

e What are we bringing to worship?
Discussion Notes

e Get out of and stay out of Asurvival mental ity
e Need to continually see the connection between discipleship, worship and faith sharing with our mis

sion/service and keep outwardly focused
e Need to celebrate our strengths and what we are doing already (blow our own horn)
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Need to build up hope among our people to helnergize them

We have the critical faithbut need to find ways to build the critical mass

We have people who understand faith isndt al ways
Must keep change of direction at the forefront

4 of our areas of focus may -rbustcontimualty stiess éhat weaneed A b e
to do these things differently and think differently (this applies to committees as well as the congregation)

2010 Annual Conference, Junel®, Miracle Offering

Each year lay delegates and clergy from all around the West
Ohio Conference gather for annual conference. This year the
theme for annual conference is Love in Action: Building Bridges
Out of Poverty. In addition to legislative discussions, we will have
teaching sessions where we can find out how churches around our
conference and around the world are helping people in poverty.

Al so each year a miracle offering is taken.
went to children in the U.S. and around the world and funds that helped to build a church center in Viet-
nam, a step towards being recognized as a il egal

Not hing but Nets campaign to eradicate mal ari a |
offering is $350,000 and 10,000 pounds of potatoes. 70% of the funds will go to helping rebuild Grace

Childrends Hospital i n Haiti. The hospital was
built. There is an i mmedi ate need of $400, 000 1
know more about this effort, information can be found at www.internatinalchildcare.org. 30% of the

funds raised wild/ be given to the United Met hodi

tion about this ministry of the church go to www.UMCHohio.org. The potatoes will be used to relieve
hunger in the West Ohio conference. The Society of St. Andrew will distribute them. To learn more
about the society, go to www.endhunger.org.

Dolores Harper, your lay delegate, and Teri Trent, an at large delegate, will be attending conference
and will take the donations of First UMC to conference. If you want to help with the monetary offering,
pl ease mark your check AMiracle Offeringo and s

Pl ease put cash offerings in an envelope and wr |
be brought to church on June 6th and left at the altar.
Pl ease keep this offering and all of the dis:

read more about annual conference there is information at http://www.westohioac.org/2010. During con-
ference this site is updated daily with pictures and information.

July 4th Parad@l p.m.

First United Methodi st i"pargda We wantBptlartCountgto know wd a mi |
are accepting of all human beings. We want every imaginable type of wheeled device to represent First in
our parade. We are scheduling for 50 contraptions of wheeled devices. Come join us, be original or not,
no limits to your imagination. Invite friends, neighbors, people you love, people you like, even people you
donodot | i ke! Especially people that donodt I i ke
need banner carriers and lots of friendly faces to make an impact. Contact the church office to reserve
your spaces.
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